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Mother, Daughter A Team 

By FRAN ANDERSON 

 

 

 It’s a special relationship when a mother and her daughter can act on the same stage. 

Currently  appearing in "Glad Tidings” at the Country Dinner Playhouse in Dallas, 

Collins and Liz Scott are enjoying a pleasant experience by working together for the 

second time.  “It’s fun. It’s easier this time.  

The first time (Neil Simon’s "Gingerbread Lady”) was a strange feeling because it was 

my first professional show and there was a tremendous amount of nervousness. But 

Mom really helped me.” said Ms. Scott, daughter of bandleader Raymond Scott. And 

this one (“Glad Tidings”) is fun, because I am a lot freeer this time.” As for the veteran 

singer and actress, she is delighted at the quality of her daughter’s performance. “I 

thought I was going to be a mother on stage, not having to do with the character (of the 

mother, but having to look after Liz, explained Ms. Collins. She was very professional 

and exactly like everyone else in the show. I was just so thrilled with her and I had such 

a good time working with her.” Like her role in “Gingerbread Lady,” Liz is playing the 

daughter of Ms. Collins in “Glad Tidings.” And she claims there are some similarities 

between the two characters, who are independent and rather outspoken. “I’m pretty 

much like the character of Pam that I play in “Glad Tidings.” I’m not as knowledgeable of 

the world and psychology as Pam is, but I can be as obnoxious," Liz pointed out. 

 MS. COLLINS has managed to combine her career with motherhood ever since she 

was a popular singing attraction on television’s “Hit Parade.” “I've been very lucky. I 

have three wonderful girls and a career that I enjoy,” said Dorothy. Her other daughter, 

Melissa is from her second marriage and Debbie is from her first marriage to Raymond 

Scott." The actress’s philosophy for raising children has centered around love, respect 

and discipline. “I don’t cotton to the pal parent syndrome. I don’t think it works,” she 

said. Admitting her handling of her girls has changed somewhat from the beginning, 



Dorothy commented, “I was much stricter with Debbie and Liz. But as you get older it’s 

much easier to say yes rather than no.” Her 11-year-old daughter (Melissa) seems to be 

getting an earlier start with acting than Liz. She recently appeared in “The Sound of 

Music” with her father, Ron Holgate. Liz, who has studied at Ithaca College and the Lee 

Strasberg Theatre Institute, appeared on television in CBS’s “The Young and the 

Restless” and on the stage in “The Diary of Anne Frank,” “You’re A Good Man, Charlie 

Brown,” “Hello, Dolly!,” ‘Fiddler on the Roof,” “Carnival,” “Spoon River Anthology” and 

“Plaza Suite.” 

BORN IN Canada, Dorothy moved to New York when she was 13. She studied with 

bandleader Raymond Scott (who later became her husband) and sang with his 

orchestra. “He taught me a very unorthodox style,” said Ms. Collins. “He was a difficult 

man but a genius. The study period was a long hard one, but I’m happy now.” When 

Scott joined “Hit Parade,” he disbanded his touring orchestra. He asked Dorothy to 

made a demonstration recording of a jingle he had written for Lucky Strike cigarettes. “I 

did it and they put me on the air in two weeks. That began my career,” explained Ms. 

Collins. Dorothy sang on the “Hit Parade” show from 1950 to 1957 and then from 1958 

to 1959 

When she left the show permanently, she turned to her new discovered love...the 

theater. “I fell in love with theater in 1957. And it’s a love affair that will never end. There 

is something about playing a part for two and a half hours that I just adore. I guess an 

analyst could tell me why,” the actress said with a chuckle. She has starred in straight 

plays as well as musical comedy. They have included “Marriage-Go-Round,” 

“Anniversary Waltz,” “Murder Among Friends,” “Moon Is Blue,” “Carousel,” “The 

Unsinkable Molly Brown,” “My Fair Lady,” “The Sound of Music,” “I Do, I Do” and “Do I 

Hear A Waltz?” Ms. Collins also appeared over a two-year period on televisions’s 

“Candid Camera.” Her performance in the Broadway show, “Follies,” earned her a Tony 

Award nomination.  

THE ACTRESS limits her energy to one project at a time. “I have a problem that way,” 

she admitted. “But I get happy with what I’m doing at the time and I don’t want to do 

anything not terribly aggressive career wise and never have been. When things are over 



I try a new project.” Her favorite play? “It’s usually the one I'm doing at the time. That 

sounds like Mary Sunshine again, but it’s true.” In the early 1960s Ms. Collins appeared 

in some summer musicals in Dallas. They included “Brigadoon,” “South Pacific” and 

“110 in the Shade.” Dorothy and Liz will be appearing at the Country Dinner Playhouse 

through March 18.  

 

 


