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Brier Hill Barn Theater, located at Brier 

Hill, 8 miles west of Uniontown, was 

forced to close yesterday after being 

open less than two weeks. 

Plagued by financial problems since the 

former Brier Hill Playhouse accumulated 

debts and bad feeling in the community, 

the new producers had hoped to lure   

audiences by adopting a star system for 

this summer season. 

Dorothy Collins and her husband, Ron 

Holgate, starred in the opener, “The 

Marriage Go-Round,” but even their 

names couldn’t draw. 

“We were playing to 50 a night,” said 

Donna Lange, press representative.  

“You just can’t sustain a theater with   

attendance like that.  We are all sick 

about it.” 

Earlier this season there were doubts the 

there were doubts the theater would 

open due to some Equity Union entan-

glements but producer John Fournier, 

who was just taking over the reigns this 

summer, supposedly ironed out those 

problems and the season opened on 

schedule. 

Foundation for the theater has been 

shaky from its beginning in Brownsville 

when it was known as the Brownsville 

Playhouse, operated by Gary Farr and 

LeVey Melville.   

Moving from Snowdon Square to the 

barn site seemed hopeful and the first 

season in Brier Hill was encouraging.  

Then it all hit a snag and debts piled up.  

The corporation was dissolved. 

“Audiences here are hungry for theater.” 

said Melville, who put on some very   

professional and energetic productions. 

“If there’s one thing Melville and Farr 

proved even with all their bad luck, it was 

that there was a place for theater in the 

area,” stated Fournier shortly after being 

hired to operate under the new banner, 

Brier Hill Barn Theater. 

Redstone Central Railroad, which started 

the theater originally as the “hub” of the 

rebuilding of the community of Brier Hill, 

is also in financial difficulty, but the thea-

ter reportedly separated from Redstone 

Central recently and was operating      

independently. 

Ron Holgate and his wife Dorothy Collins 


